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HOUSE BI LL 2174

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Boldt, McMahan, Crouse, Schindler and M el ke
Read first time 02/28/2003. Referred to Conmmittee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to prohibiting special rights based on certain
sexual preferences and practices; adding new sections to chapter 49. 60
RCW creating new sections; and providing for subm ssion of this act to
a vote of the people.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. This act shall be known and cited as the
Washi ngton state equal rights, not special rights act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 49.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Nei ther the state of Washington, nor its political subdivisions,
shall deny any right expressly guaranteed by the Constitution of the
state of Washington or the Constitution of these United States of
Aneri ca.

Persons who commit acts of violence agai nst the person or property
of others should be prosecuted and appropriately punished in order to
protect lawabiding citizens and to ensure the guarantee of equal
justice for all.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 49.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The people find that equal protection of the law, not specia
rights, is a fundanental principle of constitutional governnment and is
essential to the well-being and perpetuation of a free society.

The people further find that there is a legitimte and conpelling
state interest in ensuring equal protection of the lawfor all citizens
and in preventing special rights based on any honobsexual, bisexual
transsexual, or transvestite status, preference, orientation, conduct,
act, practice, or relationship.

The people further find that there is a legitimte and conpelling
state interest in ensuring that the rights of parents to control the
education of their children and that the sincerely held values and
beliefs of citizens regar di ng honmosexual i ty, bi sexual ity,
transsexuality, or transvestism are not denigrated or denied by the
public schools and that honosexuality, bisexuality, transsexuality, or
transvestism are not presented, pronoted, or approved as positive,
heal t hy, or appropriate behavior.

The people further find that "the duty of all teachers" as required
in RCW28A. 405. 030 "to endeavor to inpress on the mnds of their pupils
the principles of norality, truth, justice, tenperance, humanity and
patriotism and "to teach them to avoid idleness, profanity and
fal sehood" is an indispensable prerequisite for providing a sound
education, maintaining a virtuous and ethical society, and guaranteeing
the rights of all citizens.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 49.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Nei ther the state of Washington, nor its political subdivisions,
i ncluding counties, cities, tows, and school districts, shall by any
means or instrunentality, enact or enforce a policy whereby any
honmosexual , bi sexual, transsexual, or transvestite status, preference,
orientation, conduct, act, practice, or relationship, or gender
expression or identity shall be a basis for a person to maintain any
special classification or privilege; mnority status; quota preference;
affirmative action right; |legal standing; public benefit; marital,
spousal , parental, famlial, or donestic privilege, advant age,
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entitlement, benefit, position, or status; claimof discrimnation; or
special right or protection.

A school, through any enpl oyee, volunteer, guest, agent, or other
means or instrunmentality, shall not present, pronote, or approve
honmosexual ity, bisexuality, transsexuality, or transvestism or any
such conduct, act, practice, or relationship, or gender expression or
identity as a positive, healthy, or appropriate behavior or |ifestyle.
As used in this section, "school" nmeans any comon school of the state
of Washi ngt on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health, norals, or safety, or support of the state
government and its existing public institutions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The provisions of this act are to be
liberally construed to effectuate the policies and purposes of this
act. In the event of conflict between this act and any ot her provision
of law, the provisions of this act shall govern.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The secretary of state shall submt this act
to the people for their adoption and ratification, or rejection, at the
next general election to be held in this state, in accordance wth
Article I'l, section 1 of the state Constitution and the | aws adopted to
facilitate its operation.

~-- END ---
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